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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Joni Stutman-Horn (Reg. No. 42,173) on 3/20/2008. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
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Amendments to the Claims 

1 . (previously amended) A method for geographic location determination based at 
least in part on inspection of a network address of a client, the method comprising: 

performing a trace route between a server and the address of the client, the trace route 
identifying at least one domain name in a route between the server and the client; 

identifying a construction format for the domain name, wherein the construction format 
comprises a first portion including port and device data for network equipment utilized to host a 
particular network address, a last portion identifying a particular backbone provider, and a 
middle portion comprising a reference to a nearest airport to a device to which the particular 
network address is assigned; 

identifying a geographically significant component of the domain name; 

determining a geographic location for the domain name based at least in part on the 
geographically significant component; 

determining a possible geographic location of the client based on a geographically 
significant component of a text based network address corresponding to the client network 
address; and 

validating the possible geographic location of the client using the determined 
geographical location of the domain name identified in the trace route, the validating returning a 
validated geographic location of the client. 

2. (original) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

analyzing domain names associated with a network access provider so as to identify the 

construction formats for said domain names; 

identifying geographically significant components of said construction components; and 
storing cross-references between said geographically significant components and 

geographic locations in a storage. 
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3. (previously amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the validating further 
comprises: 

performing a first geographic location determination for the network address based on a 
determined geographical location for the domain name returned in the trace route; 

performing at least one alternate geographic determination for the network address based 
on at least one additional determined geographic location for at least one additional domain name 
returned from the trace route; and 

selecting a validated geographic location of the client from either the first geographic 
location determination or one of the at least one additional determined geographic location 
determinations. 

4. (previously amended) The method of claim 3, wherein the selecting further 
comprises: 

ranking said determined geographic locations in accordance with the number of alternate 
geographic location determinations consistent with said determined geographic locations. 

5. (original) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
providing a regular expression corresponding to the construction format; 
matching the regular expression against the domain name; and 

identifying a geographically significant portion of the regular expression so as to 
facilitate said identifying the geographically significant component of the domain name. 

6. (original) The method of claim 1, wherein said performing the trace route is 
performed from the server to the client. 

7. (original) The method of claim 1, wherein said performing the trace route is 
performed from the client to the server. 

8. (previously amended) A method for determining a geographic location for a 
network address, comprising: 
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receiving a trace route comprising first and second network host identifiers for hosts 
disposed between a server and a client on a network; 

matching the first network host identifier to a first template; 

first parsing the first network host identifier according to the first template to determine a 
first geographically significant component, wherein the geographically significant component is 
derived from a construction format of the network host identifier, the network host identifier 
comprising a first portion including port and device data for network equipment utilized to host a 
particular network address, a last portion identifying a particular backbone provider, and a 
middle portion comprising a reference to a nearest airport to a device to which the particular 
network address is assigned; 

identifying an estimated geographic location for the client based at least in part on said 
first parsing; 

matching the second network host identifier to a second template; 
second parsing the second network host identifier according to the second template to 
determine a second geographically significant component; and 

revising said estimated geographic location based at least in part on said second parsing. 

9. (canceled) 

10. (original) The method of claim 8, further comprising: 

revising said estimated geographic location based at least in part on a client profile 
associated with the client. 

11. (original) The method of claim 10, further comprising: 

said client contacting the server with the web browser, said browser providing the client 
profile to the server. 

12. (original) The method of claim 10, wherein the client profile is based at least in part 
on a customer database identifying the client. 
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13. (original) The method of claim 10, wherein the client profile is based at least in part 
on a mass-marketing database identifying the client. 

14. (previously amended) A method of determining a geographic location, 
comprising: 

creating a log comprising network addresses of clients that have communicated with a 
web server; 

filtering the log so as to remove undesirable network addresses; 

asynchronously performing a trace route between a first one of said filtered network 
addresses and the server regardless of a whether a previous geographic location for the first one 
of said filtered network addresses had been determined; 

analyzing a result of said asynchronous performed trace route to ascertain a 
geographically significant component of at least one network address between a first one of said 
filtered network addresses and the server; wherein the geographically significant component is 
derived from a construction format of the network address ,where the construction format 
comprises a first portion including port and device data for network equipment utilized to host a 
particular network address, a last portion identifying a particular backbone provider, and a 
middle portion comprising a reference to a nearest airport to a device to which the particular 
network address is assigned; and 

determining a geographic location for said first one responsive to said analyzing. 

15. (original) The method of claim 14, further comprising: 

generating a report comprising geographic locations for clients that have communicated 
with the web server. 

16. (original) The method of claim 14, wherein said determining the geographic location 
comprises: 

matching the result against a template identifying geographically significant portions of 
network addresses formatted in compliance with the template. 
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17. (canceled) 

18. (previously amended) A computer readable storage medium having instructions 
stored thereon for geographic location determination based at least in part on inspection of a 
network address of a client, the instructions when executed on a machine, cause the machine to: 

perform a trace route between a server and the address of the client, the trace route 
identifying at least one domain name in a route between the server and the client; 

identify a construction format for the domain name, wherein the construction format 
comprises a first portion including port and device data for network equipment utilized to host a 
particular network address, a last portion identifying a particular backbone provider, and a 
middle portion comprising a reference to a nearest airport to a device to which the particular 
network address is assigned; 

identify a geographically significant component of the domain name; 

determine a geographic location for the domain name based at least in part on the 
geographically significant component; 

determine a possible geographic location of the client based on a geographically 
significant component of a text based network address corresponding to the client network 
address; and 

validate the possible geographic location of the client using the determined geographical 
location of the domain name identified in the trace route, the validating returning a validated 
geographic location of the client. 

19. (previously amended) The storage medium of claim 18, said instructions 
including further instructions capable of directing the processor to perform: 

analyzing domain names associated with a network access provider so as to identify the 

construction formats for said domain names; 

identifying geographically significant components of said construction components; and 
storing cross-references between said geographically significant components and 

geographic locations in a storage. 
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20. (previously amended) The storage medium of claim 18, said instructions for 
validating include further instructions capable of directing the processor to perform: 

performing a first geographic location determination for the network address based on a 
determined geographical location for the domain name returned in the trace route; 

performing at least one alternate geographic determination for the network address based 
on at least one alternate determined geographic location for at least one additional domain name 
returned from the trace route; and 

selecting a validated geographic location of the client from either the first geographic 
location determination or one of the at least one alternate determined geographic location 
determinations. 

21 . (previously amended) The storage medium of claim 20, wherein the selecting 
includes further instructions capable of directing the processor to perform: 

ranking said determined geographic locations in accordance with the number of alternate 
geographic location determinations consistent with said determined geographic locations. 

22. (previously amended) The storage medium of claim 18, said instructions 
including further instructions capable of directing the processor to perform: 

providing a regular expression corresponding to the construction format; 
matching the regular expression against the domain name; and 
identifying a geographically significant portion of the regular expression so as to 
facilitate said identifying the geographically significant component of the domain name. 

23. (previously amended) The storage medium of claim 18, wherein said performing 
the trace route is performed from the server to the client. 

24. (previously amended) The storage medium of claim 18, wherein said performing 
the trace route is performed from the client to the server. 
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25. (previously amended) A computer readable storage medium having instructions 
stored thereon for determining a geographic location for a network address, the instructions when 
executed on a machine, cause the machine to: 

receive a trace route comprising first and second network host identifiers for hosts 
disposed between a server and a client on a network; 

match the first network host identifier to a first template; 

first parse the first network host identifier according to the first template to determine a 
first geographically significant component; wherein the geographically significant component is 
derived from a construction format of the network host identifier ,where the construction format 
comprises a first portion including port and device data for network equipment utilized to host a 
particular network host, a last portion identifying a particular backbone provider, and a middle 
portion comprising a reference to a nearest airport to a device to which the particular network 
host is assigned; 

identify an estimated geographic location for the client based at least in part on said first 
parsing; 

match the second network host identifier to a second template; 
second parse the second network host identifier according to the second template to 
determine a second geographically significant component; and 

revise said estimated geographic location based at least in part on said second parsing. 

26. (canceled) 

27. (previously amended) The storage medium of claim 25, said instructions 
including further instructions capable of directing the processor to perform: 

revising said estimated geographic location based at least in part on a client profile 
associated with the client. 

28. (previously amended) The storage medium of claim 27, said instructions 
including further instructions capable of directing the processor to perform: 
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said client contacting the server with the web browser, said browser providing the client 
profile to the server. 

29. (previously amended) The storage medium of claim 27, wherein the client profile 
is based at least in part on a customer database identifying the client. 

30. (previously amended) The storage medium_of claim 27, wherein the client profile 
is based at least in part on a mass-marketing database identifying the client. 

3 1 . (currently amended) A computer readable A n storage medium having 
instructions stored thereon for determining a geographic location, the instructions when executed 
on a processor, cause the processor to: 

creating a log comprising network addresses of clients that have communicated with a 
web server; 

filtering the log so as to remove undesirable network addresses; 

asynchronously performing a trace route between a first one of said filtered network 
addresses and the server regardless of a whether a previous geographic location for the first one 
of said filtered network addresses had been determined; 

analyzing a result of said asynchronous performed trace route to ascertain a 
geographically significant component of at least one network address between a first one of said 
filtered network addresses and the server; wherein the geographically significant component is 
derived from a construction format of the network address ,where the construction format 
comprises a first portion including port and device data for network equipment utilized to host a 
particular network address, a last portion identifying a particular backbone provider, and a 
middle portion comprising a reference to a nearest airport to a device to which the particular 
network address is assigned; and 

determining a geographic location for said first one responsive to said analyzing. 

32. (previously amended) The storage medium of claim 3 1 , said instructions 
including further instructions capable of directing the processor to perform: 
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generating a report comprising geographic locations for clients that have communicated 
with the web server. 

33 . (previously amended) The storage medium of claim 3 1 , wherein said instructions 
for determining the geographic location comprises instructions for: 

matching the result against a template identifying geographically significant portions of 
network addresses formatted in compliance with the template. 

34. (canceled) 

35. (currently amended) An apparatus for geographic location determination based 
at least in part on inspection of a network address of a client, the apparatus comprising: 

a network comprising a plurality of devices, the devices including a plurality of client 

nodes; 

a server communicatively coupled to the a network , wherein a plurality of client nodes 
reside on the network ; 

performing means coupled to at least one of the server and client for performing a trace 
route between a the server and the address of a client being one of the plurality of client nodes, 
the trace route identifying at least one domain name in a route between the server and the client; 

identifying means coupled to the server for identifying a construction format for the 
domain name; 

identifying means coupled to the server for identifying a geographically significant 
component of the domain name; and 

determining means coupled to the server for determining a geographic location for the 
domain name based at least in part on the geographically significant component; wherein the 
geographically significant component is derived from a construction format of the domain name, 
where the construction format comprises a first portion including port and device data for 
network equipment utilized to host a particular network address, a last portion identifying a 
particular backbone provider, and a middle portion comprising a reference to a nearest airport to 
a device to which the particular network address is assigned; 



Application/Control Number: 09/811,129 
Art Unit: 2142 



Page 12 



determining means coupled to the server for determining a possible geographic location 
of the client based on a geographically significant component of a text based network address 
corresponding to the client network address; and 

validating means coupled to the server for validating the possible geographic location of 
the client using the determined geographical location of the domain name identified in the trace 
route, the validating means to return a validated geographic location of the client and store the 
validated geographical location of the domain name in a database residing on a storage device 
coupled to the server. 

36. (previously amended) The apparatus of claim 35, further comprising: 
analyzing means coupled to the server for analyzing domain names associated with a 

network access provider so as to identify the construction formats for said domain names; 

identifying means coupled to the server for identifying geographically significant 
components of said construction components; and 

storing means coupled to the server for storing cross-references between said 
geographically significant components and geographic locations in a storage. 

37. (previously amended) The apparatus of claim 36, wherein the validating means 
further comprises: 

determining means to perform a first geographic determination for the network address 
based on a determined geographical location for the domain name returned in the trace route; 

the determining means to perform at least one alternate geographic determination for the 
network address based on at least one alternate determined geographic location for at least one 
additional domain name returned from the trace route; and 

selection means to return a validated geographic location of the client selected from 
either the first geographic location determination or one of the at least one alternate determined 
geographic location determinations. 
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38. (currently amended) An apparatus for determining a geographic location for a 
network address, comprising: 

a network comprising a plurality of devices, the devices including a plurality of client 

nodes; 

a server communicatively coupled to the a network , wherein a plurality of client nodes 
reside on the network ; 

receiving means for receiving a trace route comprising first and second network host 
identifiers for hosts disposed between a the server and a client being one of the plurality of client 
nodes on a network; 

matching means for matching the first network host identifier to a first template; 

parsing means for first parsing the first network host identifier according to the first 
template to determine a first geographically significant component of the first network host 
identifier; wherein the geographically significant component is derived from a construction 
format of the network host identifier ,where the construction format comprises a first portion 
including port and device data for network equipment utilized to host a particular network host, a 
last portion identifying a particular backbone provider, and a middle portion comprising a 
reference to a nearest airport to a device to which the particular network host is assigned; 

identifying means for identifying an estimated geographic location for the client based at 
least in part on said first parsing; 

the matching means for matching the second network host identifier to a second template; 

the parsing means for second parsing the second network host identifier according to the 
second template to determine a second geographically significant component of the second host 
identifier; 

revision means for revising said estimated geographic location based at least in part on 
said second parsing; and 

storing means for storing said estimated geographical location in a storage coupled to the 

server. 

39. (canceled) 

40. (original) The apparatus of claim 38, further comprising: 
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revising means for revising said estimated geographic location based at least in part on a 
client profile associated with the client. 

41. (currently amended) An apparatus for determining a geographic location, 
comprising: 

a network comprising a plurality of devices, the devices including a plurality of client 

nodes; 

a web server communicatively coupled to the a network , wherein a plurality of client 
nodes reside on the network ; 

creating means for creating a log comprising network addresses of one or more clients of 
the plurality of client nodes that have communicated with the web server; 

filtering means for filtering the log so as to remove undesirable network addresses; 

asynchronous tracing means for asynchronously performing a trace route between a first 
one of said filtered network addresses and the server regardless of a whether a previous 
geographic location for the first one of said filtered network addresses had been determined; 

analyzing means for analyzing a result of said asynchronous performed trace route and 
for ascertaining a geographically significant component of at least one network address between 
a first one of said filtered network addresses and the server; wherein the geographically 
significant component is derived from a construction format of the network address, where the 
construction format comprises a first portion including port and device data for network 
equipment utilized to host a particular network address, a last portion identifying a particular 
backbone provider, and a middle portion comprising a reference to a nearest airport to a device 
to which the particular network address is assigned; 

determining means for determining a geographic location for said first one responsive to 
said analyzing; and 

storing means for storing the geographical location in a storage coupled to the web 

server. 



42. (original) The apparatus of claim 41, further comprising: 
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generating means for generating a report comprising geographic locations for clients that 
have communicated with the web server. 

43. (original) The apparatus of claim 41, wherein said determining means for 
determining the geographic location comprises: 

matching means for matching the result against a template identifying geographically 
significant portions of network addresses formatted in compliance with the template. 

44. (previously presented) The method of claim 1, wherein identifying a 
geographically significant component of the domain name and network address comprises: 

performing one of lexical analysis or pattern matching on the domain name and the text 
based network address to match against known formats; and 

selecting a likely geographically significant component using a deductive algorithm to 
analyze the domain name and text based network address. 

45. (previously presented) The method as recited in claim 44, wherein the deductive 
algorithm comprises one of an expert system or rule based system. 

46. (previously presented) The apparatus of claim 18, wherein identifying a 
geographically significant component of the domain name and network address comprises: 

determination component for performing one of lexical analysis or pattern matching on 
the domain name and the text based network address to match against known formats,; and 

selection component for selecting a likely geographically significant component using a 
deductive algorithm to analyze the domain name and text based network address. 

47. (previously amended) The apparatus_as recited in claim 46, wherein the deductive 
algorithm comprises one of an expert system or rule based system. 

48. (previously presented) The apparatus of claim 25, wherein determining a 
geographically significant component of the domain name and network address comprises: 
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determination component for performing one of lexical analysis or pattern matching on 
the domain name and the text based network address to match against known formats; and 

selection component for selecting a likely geographically significant component using a 
deductive algorithm to analyze the domain name and text based network address returned from 
the parsing. 

49. (previously amended) The apparatus_as recited in claim 48, wherein the deductive 
algorithm comprises one of an expert system or rule based system. 

50. (previously presented) The method of claim 14, wherein analyzing a result of said 
asynchronous performed trace route further comprises: 

selecting a first and second network address in the trace route; 

performing a reverse address lookup of the first and second network address and the first 
one of said filtered network addresses, the first one of said filtered network addresses 
corresponding to a client, the performing to derive a first and second text based network address 
and client text based network address; 

performing one of lexical analysis or pattern matching on the first and second text based 
network address and the client text based network address to match against known formats; and 

selecting a likely geographically significant component for each text based network 
address using a deductive algorithm to analyze the text based addresses; and 

returning the likely geographically significant components for use in the determining a 
geographic location for the client. 
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Reasons For Allowance 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The current claim 
amendments in this Examiner's Amendment overcome the rejections based on 35 USC section 
101 presented in the office action mailed on 1 1/14/2007. The claims are allowable over the prior 
art for the reasons indicated in the 1 1/14/2007 office action. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DOUGLAS B. BLAIR whose telephone number is (571)272- 
3893. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00am-5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Caldwell can be reached on (571) 272-3868. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Douglas B Blair/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2142 



